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coalition. Prussia took no part in the hostilities in 1805 and clung to an uneasy neutrality in spite of the bribes, diplomatic pressure, and threats of war used freely by Paris, St. Petersburg, and London.
At the end of August, 1805, Napoleon, abandoning his plans for an invasion of England, marched his troops from the channel coast to the valley of the Danube. Hostilities began in September, Bavaria and other south-German states siding with France. The campaign proved short and disastrous to Russia and her allies. On October 19, N.S., the Austrian General Mack and some 25,000 men capitulated at Ulm, and on November 13, N.S., Napoleon was in Vienna. Kutuzov, commander in chief of the Russian army, endeavored to avoid an open encounter with the enemy and limited himself to delaying rearguard action. His cautious strategy was severely criticized and was finally over-ruled by Alexander and Emperor Francis of Austria, who after the fall of Vienna had established their joint headquarters at Olmiitz. The ill advised decision of the two emperors precipitated the catastrophe. An Austro-Russian army of some 90,000 men commanded by Kutuzov was routed at Austerlitz (December 2, 1805, N.S.) and retreated in disorder, leaving behind some 26,000 men and its entire artillery. Emperor Francis abandoned the struggle and on December 26, N.S., signed at Pressburg an onerous treaty of peace with France, while the shattered remnants of Kutuzov's army withdrew across the Russian border. The death of Pitt in January, 1806, dealt another severe blow to the moribund coalition. Prussia hastened to make a bargain with the victor. At the end of October, 1805, Alexander was the guest of Frederick William at Potsdam, and the two monarchs exchanged promises of eternal friendship. A Russo-Prussian convention (November 3, 1805, N.S.) bound the government of Berlin to present to Napoleon conditions of peace which were substantially those laid down in the Anglo-Russian treaty; in case of his refusal to accept them Berlin was committed to entering the war on the side of the allies. The military reverses of Austria and Russia made Frederick William change his mind; not only did the Prussian army fail to take the field, but Frederick William, in the middle of December, 1805, signed a treaty of alliance with France. This was soon superseded by the Treaty of'Paris (February 15, 1806, N.S.). By virtue of this agreement Prussia annexed Hanover and closed her ports to British commerce. The contracting parties guaranteed each other's territories, as well as the integrity of the Ottoman empire and that of